Bay Ridge Civic Association

80 East Lake Drive

Annapolis, MD  21403  


NOTICE TO ALL BAY RIDGE PROPERTY OWNERS

There will be a Special Tax District meeting for all Bay Ridge property owners at the BRCA Clubhouse, 80 East Lake Drive, on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at 7:00 PM.  At this meeting any property owner will be heard with regard to the proposed tax budgets and tax rates described in this notice.  Also, a survey form is enclosed for all property owners to express their opinions on these budgets and rates.  PLEASE RETURN THE FORM TO THE BRCA MAILBOX LOCATED AT 80 EAST LAKE DRIVE BY MONDAY, JANUARY 25, OR BRING IT TO THE MEETING ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 26.
PROPOSED TAX DISTRICT BUDGETS AND RATES

Each year, as a part of its annual budget process, Anne Arundel County requests civic associations prepare budgets and submit tax rates to fund work in their respective communities.  Bay Ridge has two special tax districts: (1) a Special Community Benefit District (SCBD); and (2) a Shore Erosion Control District (SECD).  The proposed budgets and tax rates for these activities during the County’s Fiscal Year 2017 (7/1/16 through 6/30/17) are shown below for the SCBD and on the attached spreadsheet for the SECD.  The County provides the information on the number of property tax accounts and assessable values.  

SPECIAL COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT

The Special Community Benefit District (SCBD) continues to pay only for scheduled debt service toward the 2002 “Big Woods” land acquisition loan plus the County’s cost of Police Officer especially assigned to Bay Ridge.  With respect to the former, the proposed FY17 budget is just sufficient to pay the annual scheduled loan payment of $114,481, which payment is based on 30-year amortization but requires balance payoff (e.g. a balloon payoff of $995,382) in 2022. The BRCA Board is currently working with MDE and Columbia Bank with the goal of eliminating the balloon by extending, and holding constant, current annual loan payments through March 2032. With regard to our police officer, the budgeted FY17 cost of $148,892 is designed to pay for his salary, benefits, and insurance as provided by the County (plus an estimated 2.5% COLA) plus all vehicle expenses.  SCBD taxes are charged on a per tax account (e.g. per household) basis.  The overall increase of $15.68 per household for FY17 is due mostly to the fact that the FY16 rate had benefitted from appropriation of excess County-held funds.
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PROPOSED BUDGET: FY16 FY17

1. Police Officer

        Salary 83,340 $         83,340 $         

        Pension 31,169            33,153 $         

        Insurance 17,700            15,420 $         

        Vehicle & Equip, 5-yr Replace'nt, Mobile Comput., etc. 17,820            16,980 $         

    Sub-Total, Cost for Police Officer 150,029 $       148,892 $       

2. Funding of Land Acquisition Debt Service ("Woods") 114,481          114,481          

3. County Administrative Fee 2,000              2,000             

4. Cost of mailing notice to residents 350                350                

Susbotal, Expenses of the SCBD fund 266,860 $       265,723 $       

Less Appropriation of County-held prior year balance (9,540)            0                    

TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET (Total SCBD Taxes) 257,320 $       265,723 $       

Number of Properties (No. of Tax Accounts) 463 465

PROPOSED TAX RATE PER PROPERTY TAX ACCT 555.77 $         571.45 $         


SHORE EROSION CONTROL DISTRICT – (SECD)
Everyone seems to be helping keep the slopes along Bay Drive stable by staying off of them.  However, some invasive species have taken root in some areas and will need additional County-approved treatment to control.  Thus, our FY17 budget includes $9,400 more than last year for slope management. Our budget also continues to include a modest $5,000 to pay for sand needed to nourish and protect our shores and $10,000 for consultant support for a Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment.  Scheduled interest-free loan repayments to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) comprise the major balance of our FY17 budget.  A review of our 1989 DNR loan indicates that FY17 is the final year that we will have to collect taxes to pay for that loan.  Our proposed FY17 rates are calculated to cover FY17 expenses without drawing from the SECD fund balance, and the current balance is held constant in anticipation of shore protection measures to be constructed on River Drive in the coming years.  SECD taxes are assessed in proportion to property value, and according to the County overall property assessment values (the rate bases) have slightly declined. This yields increased SECD tax rates to be applied for FY17, but the average charges per tax account increases only slightly. The average property located north of Farragut will pay $33.51 more, and those in the “triangle” $33.12 more, in FY17. The worksheet below shows the Bay Ridge SECD budget, assessment value base for each area, as well as the proposed tax rates for FY17.  
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Annual SECD Tax Rate Calculation FY2016 FY2017

Assessment Value of Properties Located North of Farragut Avenue 354,100,000 $            341,725,303 $         

Tax Rate ($/Assessed Property Value) 0.000178 $                 0.000218 $              

   Number of Properties 343                            344                         

   Average Collected per Property  183.45 $                     216.96 $                 

   Amount Collected North of Farragut 62,924.05 $                74,634.01 $             

Assessment Value of Properties South of Farragut & East of Herndon  94,000,000 $              92,919,804 $           

Tax Rate ($/Assessed Property Value) 0.000362 0.000406

   Number of Properties 115                            115                         

   Average Collected per Property  296 $                         328 $                      

   Amount Collected Inside of Triangle $34,062 $37,755

Assessment Value of Properties West of Herndon Avenue 10,700,000 $              10,350,400 $           

Tax Rate ($/Assessed Property Value) 0.000178 $                 0.000218 $              

   Number of Properties 2                                2                             

   Average Collected per Property  950.70 $                     1,130.28 $               

   Amount Collected West of Herndon  1,901.40 $                  2,260.56 $               

Subtotal, Income From All SCBD Properites $98,887 $114,650

$114,650

FY15 SECD Fund Balance as of December 31, 2015*  330,538 $                  

Expenses Planned: Projected Thru Proposed For

General & Administrative: Remainder of FY16 FY2017

County Admin Fee Already Paid (2,000) $                  

Copying and Postal Costs (350) $                        (350) $                     

Professional Services:

River Drive Erosion Protection Problem Areas, Engineering Design & Permitting 20,000 $                     - $                       

Consctuction of River Drive Erosion Protection Projects $410K, FY17-FY19 - $                          - $                       

Slope Maintenance: CBF-to-Tolley Point (periodic professional weed wacking) (2,350) $                     (18,800) $                

Consultant Support for Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment (10,000) $                

Other Improvements Desired Near Term:

Purchase Sand  (estimated at $5/CY to receive)   Cubic Yards= 4,000              - $                          (20,000) $                

Distribute Received Sand, estimated at a unit cost per CY of  2.00 $             - $                          (8,000) $                  

Other Expenses

Final Bartlett Invoice for Bay Dr Trees (under grading permit for stairs) (1,139) $                     0 $                          

County Release of Permit Bond Stairs Work (Positive value = put to the Fund)  2,816 $                      - $                       

Miscellaneous Allowance (5% of non-debt items) - $                          (2,958) $                  

Debt Service Committments:

2008 State DNR Loan for Mayo-to-Tolley Pt. Work (20-Yr, Interest Free) Already Paid (25,771) $                

1989 State DNR Loan for Off-Shore Breakwaters (25-Yr, Interest Free) Already Paid (26,771) $                

Total Projected Expenditures 17,650 $                     ($114,650)

Fund Balance at End of Year  348,188 $                   348,188 $                

*Fund balance of $300,810.46 as of 12/16/14, + $32,077.67 receivables due12/31/14, - invoices of $2,350 and $2,475 submitted. 

BAY RIDGE SHORE  EROSION CONTROL DISTRICT (SECD), ASSESSMENTS AND REQUESTED TAX RATES 


We encourage you to attend the January 26, 2016 Special Tax Meeting at the clubhouse.  During the meeting, we will offer added details, review our long-range (15-year) Fiscal Plan, and answer any specific questions about this proposal.










BRCA Board
 BAY RIDGE CIVIC ASSOCIATION

December 31, 2015
SURVEY FORM

Please express your opinions on the tax budgets and rates as provided in the enclosed notice and attachment. Also, your Civic Association Board welcomes comments on any other matters you would like to bring to our attention.  PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE BRCA MAILBOX AT 80 EAST LAKE DRIVE BY MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2016 OR BRING IT TO THE TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2016 MEETING. 

SPECIAL COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT:

BUDGET AND TAX RATE FOR POLICE OFFICER 

AND LAND ACQUISITION

 - All Property Owners


   
FAVOR

OPPOSE

SHORE EROSION CONTROL DISTRICT:

BUDGET AND TAX RATE FOR SHORE 

EROSION CONTROL DISTRICT

 -All Property Owners



 FAVOR               OPPOSE

Please describe any other matters you would like to bring to the Board’s attention.  Also let us know if and how you would like to help around the community.  Thank you in advance for your input and participation.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Tear off and return your comments to:
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Bay Ridge Civic Association

80 East Lake Drive

Annapolis, MD  21403
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